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Prat CXVIII. 22, 23, 24. 
The Stone which the Buil- 
ders refuſed, i become 


the Head-ftone of the Cor- 


ner: This s the Lory's 
doing, it u marvellous in 
our Eyes : This us the Day 
which the Log D hath 
made, we will re juyce aud 
be glad in it. 


HERE is no Difficulcy in che 
==, - | Text, except only that the 
[ES RAE. ficſt Words are a little clouded 
Voith a eHetaphor ; which when 

— they axe clear d. of, all will be 


822 


'B Tas 


(ro) 


Tu whole Metaphor is founded in a Build 
ing: Where there muſt both be Builders, and 
there muſt be Materials, whether they be 
Stones, or whatever elſe. Again, in the 
Building itſelf, there muſt be ſeveral Places 

r Parts, both more and leſs uſeful and ho- 
nourable : (Not to enter within the Walls, 
much leſs to take a View of the Furniture 
within, which yet other Text: would lead 
us to, 2 Tim. ii. 20. In 4 great Houſe, there are 
not only Veſſels of Gold, and of Silver, but alſo 
of Mood and of Earth, &c. But in the Build- 
ing itſelf, there muſt be ſeveral Parts : ) To 
paſs by all the reſt, there are to be Corners 
in a Building; theſe do unite and ſtrength- 
en the Parts that meet in them: And if 
there be alſo Stones in the Corner, tliey do 
not only give a greater Strength, but they 
add no ſmall Beauty and Luſtre to the 
Building : And, to "ay no more, among 
the Corner-ſiones,. one is uſually choſen out 
to be the Headd-ſtone, and which for the Se- 
curity of the Whole, and as being the fitteſt 
for it, is laid at the Fundation. Now this is 
the Stone of which the Text ſpeaks, even the 
Head-ſtone of the Corner, without directing 
our Eye to any Thing elſe in che Bulld- 
ing. 

"Xo proceed ett; Thie Building a 

foro 


= k 4 4 
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(141) 


fare us, may either be underſtood to mean 
the Church or State; for they both are Build - 
ings ; 1 The Church, the Houſe of God, 1 Tim. 
iii. 15. Aud the State, is the Structure of Alen, 
arhtoxirn Niels, 1 Pet. ii. 13. And Ace 
ly, if the Building before us, be underſtood 
to mean the Church, then the Head-ſtone of 
the Corner is Cugisr; If we refer it to the 
State, then this Head fone muſt be the King 
or Sovereign, or whoever it is that is Sur 
prame in It, . 


Lo 


WE ſhall therefore conſider the Words, as 
they may relate 1 28a 

EChrif. the King and Lord of the Church; 
| David, at chat Time the King of the If 
co. \ _raelitiſh Nation: and by a juſt Aer 
*% *commodation to, 

Our now . Reigning Sovereign. For they 
are Acietly true of all the Three, 


"IM Any it can, it will be no Offence, 
That our Lord Feſas Cbriſt ſhould be firſt 
ſpoken of: He is the Stone which the Bei; 
ny cee, 


= 
\<% 


1. Tuzr He Was rejeBted, we are expreſily 
told: Nay, it was told before-hand, by way 
of Prophecy ; ; that, when He came into the 
78% 37˙ __ 
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World, this might be no juſt Prejudice 37 
gainſt Him, He & deſpiſed and rejected of Am, | 


| Man of em and acquainted with Grief; ; 
and we hid (as it were) our Fates Pom Him; 
| He was deſpiſed, and we efteemed bim not, Ila. 


Un. 3. And hen or Lord Feſur was viſibly 


among em, bis Citizens (thoſe who were 


his Subjects) bated Him : and (O vile Impu- 


dence ) they ſent this Meſſage to Him, WI 


WILL NOT HAVE THIS Man TO REIGN OVER us 


Luke xix. 14. Nor, did they only refuſe 


Him the Dominion; but they , envy'd Him 
his very Life: This is the Heir, (fay they) 


come let ws kill Him, and let us ſeize on bis. 


Inheritance, Matth. xxi. 38. And, when this 
ſmall Degree of Pity was ready be ſhown 
Him, [to ſave his Life] they all cry out, Away 


with this Man, crurify Him, erucif Him, 


Luke XXili, 18,21, 


2. Non was it only by the Mobb, the Igno- 
rant and Unthinking, that our Lord Jas vs 


was thus us'd; but it was by the Builders 
themſelves : They did not only. refuſe Him 
in his proper Character, obſtinately and to 


the laſt ; but they glory d in it, Neve any of 


the Rulers, or of the Phariſees believed on Him? 
John. vii. 48. And it is certain, they gave 
their Vote for the Murder of Him; for- a- 
mong the Voices that Were Very loud upon 


that 


(13) 

that Occaſion, we find thoſe of che Chief Priefs 
expreſily mention'd, Lale xxiii. 23. And 
it is rather more than probable, that the 
great Men [the Builders) among em at that 
time, did not only by their own Example; but 
alſo by Bribes, and other Arts, wove the 
Common People to do what they did, Mark 
Xv. 11. Thus was owr Lord Feſas ub, 
when He was here viſibly among Men: 
And the very Builders themſelves refas'd 
Him, they who (it might have been ex- 
peaked) ſhould have known Him better. 
Here I would obſerve, That they refus2 
Him, not only as One, whom they look'd 
* to Yeu: 


+ 


AA {Dies : 2 meer Man; but alle 


A very mean Man; and 
: A very il} Man. 8 


1). Tunv refus d Him as 4 Man, and 
One whom they accounted to be @ meer 
Man: Had they judg'd Right in the Caſe, 

their Refuſal of Him would have been very 
juſt: And they had then ſaid well, when 
they ſaid, e will not bave this May 7 reign 
vver #5, Luke xix. 14. They were expect · 
ing One to redeem Tract, that ſhould appear 
glorioufly among em, and like the Son of 


2 God ; 


(14) 
God: When Me comes, He has no Form [no 


ſuch Form} or Comelineſ:; and when they 
ſaw Him, there was no Beauty re they n 
deſire Him, Iſaiah lit. 2. & 

(2.) Trey refusd Him as @ mean Man's 
One of no Rank, no Family or Character; 


one of the very meaneſt of the People, 


They ſay of Him, 1s not this the Carpenter's 
Son, Matth. xiii. 55. - Nay, s not this Man 
himſelf : Carpenter, Mark vi. 8. a ſorry 
Mechanick; One who is fain to get his 
Bread with the ſweat of his Brows: And 


upon that very Reaſon, they were offended 


at Him, Matth. xiii. 57. Mark vi. 3. They 
treat Him with anſwerable Language, (This 
Felow]; One of no Account in Compari- 
ſon with Moſes: We know (lay they) that God 
ſpake unto Moſes: We are not aſham'd to 
own ourſelves his Diſciples ; He was truly 
a great Man, and bred in a very great and 
a polite Court: But as for this Fellow (mean- 
ing Chriſt.) we know not whence be is, John ix, 


29. They knew it very well, ſo far as they 


thought the mention of it would turn to his 
Reproach : But this js yet with more Con- 
tempt, to ſay, His Original is mean to the 
laſt Degree; ſo very obſcure and baſe, that 
none knows (or thinks it worth his while to 
know) whence he ſprang. Thus did they 


treat 


(ts) 

treat Our Eord Jas us, as a . mean * 
Nor only ſo: But 
0 Tuer did refuſe him, as a very Il Man 7 
He was, in their Account, a Glutton, and a 
Mine bibber; they were not aſham'd to call 
Him ſo; and as a Proof of this, they add, He 
is 4 Friend of Publicans and Sinners, Matth. 
xi. 19. In a good Senfe, He was truly ſo: 
He was a Friend to all ſort of Sinner:; the beſt 
Friend that ever poor Sinners had: but this 
they intended in the Senſe that was to carry 
the greateſt Scandal with it: He was the 
Friend, i. e. the Companion of fuch ; and fit 
only to keep them Company. If this will not 
convey ſufficient Prejudice againſt Him, they 
add, that He is @ Traytor, and an Enemy to 
Cæſar; and thoſe who do any Way favour 
him or ſtand His Friend, for that very Reaſon 
are not, nor ſhall be look ' d upon us, Ceſar's 
Friend, John xix. 12. He was with them 
a Blaſpbemer, tho for no other Reaſon, but 
only becauſe Ie (being a Man) made bim- 
ſelf Li. e. ond: himſelf to be] God, as He 
truly was, 'Fobn' x. 33. Nay, they would 
fain have it to be thought, that He was One. 
who dealt with the Devil When it was not to 
be denied that a great Miracle was wrought 
by Him, they ſtill ſay and inſiſt upon ity 
This Fellow does not caſt out Devils, but by 
| Beetzabub, 
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Rreltebub the Prince of the Devils, Matth. xii.” 
24. Thus was Chrif not only reſus d by the. 
Builders of that Time; but hated, deſpis d, 
treated with the. higheſt Expreflions of 
Odium and of Contempt. But after this, 
and notwithſtanding this, it follows 

2. Thar yet He is become the Haap-stToONe: 
of the Corner: This is Ove great Article, if 
not the prineipal One, throughout the New. 
Teſtament : Our Lord Feſus | the Redeemer | far 
under that CharaRer, not as the Supreme God, 
we now are ta conſider and ſpeak of Him: 
1 ſay, as ſuch He is now exalted to be a 
Prince and 4 Savieur, Acts x. 36. He is bigh; 
Iy exalted, and has a Name above every | given, 
or derived] Name, whether upon Earth or 
in Heaven, - PbiL. ii. 9, 10, xx. So that the 
whole of this Scripture was plainly fulfilled 
in Chriff : And to Him we find the Words oſt 
referr'd in the New Teſtament j and referr'd 
in ſuch a Manner as will not ſuffer us to 
queſtion, but that Our Lord Jeſus was priv- 
cipally intended by the Spirit of Gos who 
inſpir'd the P/almift z whether the Prophet 


himſelf could then ſee fo far, or not. See 


«Marth. xxi. 42. Mark vii. 10, If, Like 
Xx. 17. Alti iv. 11. "—_ 20. x Pen. Il. 
0 e N 
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n. Bor tho“ the Text does principilty- 
refer to Cbhriſt; yet it was (no doubt) firſt, ' 
and moſt immediately intended of David Him- * 


ſelf as King of the Traelitiſh Nation. And 
here it was s every tittle of it true. | | 


1. Ir is very pain, that David was not 
preſently owned, and for a long Time he 
was not on e; He was long re- 
fusd while in the Succeſſion only; by ſome: 
very obſtinately after his Acceſſion to the 
Throne. The State of the Caſe we ſhall 
give you in a narrow Compaſs, 

Davip was am d, even by God him- 
ſelf, for the Succeſſion; and the Prophet by 
Divine Direction did awoim: him to it: 
Whereupon he plainly ſtood next in be 
Succeſſion; and had all the Right to ſucerd, 
that his Predecefſor had to aſcend the Throne, 
I Sam. % T. comp. with 1 Sam. Xvi. 12, 13. 
Thisthey well knew, or might have knoẽon: 
For he was not only anointed in the midſt of 
bis Brethren, but from that Time the Spirit of 
the Lord came (very remarkably) upon Him: 

hey muſt be very careleſs, or-worſe than 
ſo, who did not obſerve in him, that un- 
daunted Courage, that great Military Con- 
ont, thoſe: aa cs Sutceſſer; which 

C | ſhew'd 


{14) 
ſhew'd that the Spirit of God was upon him, 
and the Hand of the Lord was with him which 


way ſoever he went; that he was every 
way fitted and form'd for the Government, 


and that he was deſign'd by Gop himſelf 
to it; and that nothing in all the World 
could ſo much contribute to the Safety and 
Greatneſs of that Nation, and to make them 
on all Accounts an happy People, ns this 
Snccefſion. But ſtill this was the Srone, which 
the Builders of that Time refus'd. 

. To pals the vile Abuſes which were then 


put upon the Succceſſor by Nabal, and other 
ſuch rude and unmannerly Fools, who would 
not ſeem to know him, 1 Sam. xxv. 10, 11. 
Who on all Occaſions were ready to ſay. 
& The is David, and who is the Son of Jeſle? 


ce And who are they that be with him, that 


ce are his Friends? They are Strangers, they 


© are Foreigners, Men whom we know nat 
ce whence they be: We have no Oecaſion for 


© ſuch Courovers”, I ſay; to paſs by 


ſuch Inſuks as theſe; I ſhall principally. 


take Notice of the Treatment which he met 


. 


with from Saul, his immediate Predeceſlor. 


in the Kingdom; and from thoſe that were 


in the Miniſtry in the latter Part of his Life 
and Reign, eſpecially from the Time of Fo- 
nathay's dilgrace, I Sam, xx. 30, 33, Now 


does 


(15) 
does that King look upon his Succeſſor with 
a very evil Eye: He does no longer eſteem 
him (as he had before, and {till had Reaſon 
to do; and as the wiſeſt and beſt Men in 
the Nation ſtill declar'd him to be) the 
King's moſt faithful Servant and his ſureſt 
and moft uſeful Friend, 1 Sam. xxii. 14. So 
far from it, that now he cannot fpeak or 
think of him, but with a Mixture of Rape 
and Horror: Now every one who is a Friend 
to the Succeſſion, he thinks for that very 
Reaſon, is in a Conſpiracy againft himſelf, 
1 Sam. xxii. 7, 8. What ſtrange Words 
were thoſe, which Saal ſpake to his Servants 
that ſtood about him, Hear now (fays he) ye 
Benjamites, Will the Sen of leſſe give every 
One of you Fields and Vineyards; and make you 
all Captains of Thouſands, and Captains of Hun- 
dreds; that all of gen bave conſpired againſt 
me, 8c. tho? all that he had to charge upon 
any of em, only was, That they till fa- 
vour'd the Succeffor ; and were not forwrad 
to go into the Meafures that muſt have put 
an End to his * if not alſo to his very 
1 

Nax, after this when the Philiſtines (the 
old, the inveterate, the implacable Enemies 
of theel) were at War with him 2nd his AL 
17 1 * when this David had ſugcefsfalty 
| C2 fought 


(416) 

ought againſt them; inſtead of ſtrengthen- 
ing his Hands, as in true Policy, he ſhould 
have done; and making the beſt Advantages 
of this Defeat for himſelf and his Succeſſor 
(ſtrange!) he now privately directs his 
Troops to forbear the Enemy, and diſtreſs 
David, 1 Sam. Xxiii. 8.>—xXxiv. 2. XxVi. 2» 
Thus does he all that in him lay, to weaken 
and ruin him Abroad, and to put an End to 

his Hopes of the Kingdom. 
Azovr the ſame time, another moſt 
amazing Step was taken nearer Home; to 
diſclaim, and as much as poſſible, to deſtroy 
his very Relation to the Crown, 1 Sam. xxv. 44. 
This was done with a Deſign to make him 
deſpicable not at Court only, but through- 
out the Land. 

Ver all this while, at times, fair Words 

were given him; and the King himſelf does 

own his Relation to him, and his Right of Suc- 
, ceſſion, 1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 20. —XXVj. 21, 25. 
by tho' this might only be with an Intent to 
| quiet the Minds of the honeſt and hearty 
Friends of the Sugceſion; and to gain ſome 
farther Time, in order the more effectually 
to defeat and overthrow it. 5 

Nor muſt we charge all this upon that 
Prineg alone ; his Miniſtry in Juſtice ought to 
bear a Page, if a0 the greateſt Part: By 
* them 
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them he was deluded and miſled: He had 
then about him (however they came to be 
about him) ſuch as were proper Tools, ready 
to puſh him by their raſh Advices upon theſe 
impolitick as well as diſhonourable and unjuſt 
Attempts. I ſhall only take notice of One 
or Two. 4 4 | | 

THtRE Was Doeg the Edomite, (for what- 
ever Reaſon he was ſo call'd) this Man by 
his Treachery and Falſehood had rais'd him- 
ſelf to the Character of à mighty Man, Pſal. 
lit. xz, The Place in which we find him, is 
that of the cbiefeſt of the Herdſmen that be- 
long'd to Saul, 1 Sam. xxi. 7. The Title and 
the Employment, may ſeem mean to us; 
but it was then much otherwiſe; And con- 
ſidering that the Riches of that Age and Na- 
tion did very principally conſiſt in the Poſ- 
ſeſſions which they had of that Kind ; he may 
well be look'd upon, as the Chief of thoſe who 
then belong'd to Tus TREASURY. He was 2 
Man made for all manner of Miſchief ; 
fawning, but falſe-hearted; and what is 
{till worſe, - was, that he had learn'd to cover 
and carry on the baſeſt and moſt abomina- 
ble Deſigns, with a Maſque, and an Appear- 
ance of Religion. 

BesrDpts him, there was alſo Abner, at 
that Time the GENERAL, or Coptain of the 
3 Hoſt, 
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Hoſt, 1 Sam. xxvi. 5. This is that Aber, wh 


(ig the Time of Saul's Reign) did once fail 
in his Duty to his Place and Sovereign ſo 
egregiouſly ; that it is very ſtrange it did net 
prove a fatal and irrepairable Negle# ; and 
that it was not attended with the Loſs both 
of the King's Crown and Life, 1 Sam. xxvi. 16. 
It was this Abner too, who (whether he 
join'd at firft in Proclaiming David the Suc- 
ceſſor, or not; yet) ſome Time after the 
Death of Saul, did ſet up the then Pretender 
Iſhboſheth, the Son of Saul, to be their King, 
2 Sam. ii. 8, 9 and raisd wore than one Rebel- 
lion in his Favour, 2 Sam. iii. 1. tho*: all the 
while he knew, and at laſt upon a particular 
Occaſion own'd, that David was appointed 
of Gop to the Sue; ; and that his Title 
was recogniz'd and ſtrengthen d by the Oath of 
God, 2 Sam. iii. 9, 10. And is it at all 
ſtrange, that the Perſon of the Succeſſor was 
treated very ill; and his future Claims to the 
Crown grew weak and rottering ; when ſuch 
Men as theſe were at the Helm. 

HOW VE, upon the ſudden and unex- 


pected Death of Saul, the Succeſſor David 


aſcends the Tbrone; and (for any thing that 

does appear, for ſome Time to the contrary) 

very peaceably ; Yet in à little Time, the Sa- 

oy Ty makes mention of ſame, = 
| 


99 
did i»fulr him; and did appear in open 
Arms ag#inft him. It would not now be ve- 
ry ſtrange, if the ſame Perſons in a former 
Reign, had made the loudeſt Pretenſions to 
Lojalty, and cry'd up ſuch an unbounded 
Sabmiſſion to the Sovereign, as went beyond 


the Lengths of hs Men of Conſcience or of 
Honour. 4 


BESsIDES e Rebellion, in Favouc of 
the Pretender Iſhboſheth, of which we have al 
ready ſpoken : We find King David was 
weakned and diſtreſs d by ſome great Men that 
were about him, and who in their general 
Character had been, if they were not ſtill, 
his hearty Friends : of theſe he feelingly com- 
plains, -2 Saw. iii. 39. Iam (lays he) this Day 
weak, tho anointed King; and theſs Aden, the 
Sans of Zeruiah, be tao bard for me. hay 

Jo this might be added, the Repulſe be 
met with from the Febuſites, who placed their 

greateſt Confidence in the Scituation of their 
Country, rocky and inacceflible (as they 
thought) like the Highlands of Scotland, 2 Sam. 
5,6. 1 Chron. xi. 5. The open Rebellion 
of Abſalom and Achitophel, 2 Sam. xv. 16, and 
17. The vile Inſults of Sbimei, the Son of 
Gera, 2. Sam. xy. C, 6, 7, 8. And to finiſh all, 
as they hop'd, Shebs, no way diſcourag d 
with all che Diſappointments their farmer. 

Treaſons 


TWy - 5 


Treaſons had met with; now ' blows” the 


Trumpet of Rebellion - afreſh, and cauſes. | 
open Proclamation to be made in theſe au- 
dacious Words, We have no Part in David, 
neither have 0e Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe: 
Every Man to his Tents, O Iſrael. 2 Sam. xx. 1, 
2. All this was beſides the Troubles, that 
the Philiſtines, the Ammonites, and other fo-. 
reign Enemies gave him in the Courſe of his 
Reign. 
XET nobichfiandiog; David, who was 
thus deſpis'd, thus oppos'd, and thus refusd 
by the Builders [the great Men] both at 
Home and Abroad; is favour'd ſtill and 
own'd by Him, who is the firſt Builder and 
Founder of States and Kingdoms, even the 
Great Go p. They did all they could, to pre- 
vent his ever coming to the Throne; and to 
diſtreſi, nay, even to depoſe him after his Ac- 
ceſſion: But David was their King notwith- 
ſtanding : He lid their King, and reign'd 
over them (gloriouſly) forty Lears, x Kings 
ii. 11. And at laſt, he dyd their King: and 
left his Son Slawen peaceably to ſucceed 
him in the Throne. Thus the Stone which the 
Builders refus d, did become the Head fone of the 
Corner. And the Reaſon is plain, He was 
Go p' King, choſen and anointed of G 0D; 
| and Gov did n interpoſe on his 
| Behalf: 
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Behalf: He ſe Him at his King, upon the holy Hill 
of Sion, Pfal. 2. 6. He firſt ſer Him there; and tis as 
evident all along that He ſupported Him there, in 
ſpight of all the Rage of his Enemies, and the nu- 
merous and dangerous Combinations Againſt Him- 
The whole Book of Pſalms ſpeaks every where to 


this Purpoſe,” Bf. 2. 1, 2, 354. F.. 3. 1, 2, 3, Ce. 


III. And now We are to conſider the Words, as 
by way of Accommodation they may fuitably ex- 
preſs the Cafe of other Nations, and other Princes : 
And I believe you cannot but have all along ob- 
ſerv'd a wonderful Agreement; in the main Parti- 
culars, of David's Succeſſion to the Hraelitiſb 
Throne; and that of Our now (moſt Dear) Sovereign, 
to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, Of Him, as born 
upon this happy Day, We are henceforth to ſpeak, 
To paſs by all that was done before his Time, to 


thoſe moſt Royal and Illuftrious Anceſtors of his, 


the Proteſtant Xing and Queen of BOHEMIA; whos 
perhaps, might fare the worſe, becauſe ſo unani- 
mouſly and entirely lovꝰ d and honour'd by the good 
old Puritans, and by all fincere Proreſtants : 1 ſay, 
to paſs by this, and the other Hardſhips put upon 
the Family in conſequence of this; We ſhall con- 
fine ourſelves to the Life of this Great Prince; and 
chiefly to the Time ſince this Illuſtrious Family have 
been by the Laws appointed # for the Succeſſzon, 


One thing only ſhould not be forgotten by Us, ef 
pecially upon this Day; and that is, that on this Day 


Fifty-nine Years ago, when 2 Fathers were calling 
D Home 
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Home to the Throne a Race of Princes, who ſoon 
after went directly into thoſe Popiſh and Arbitrary 
' Meaſures, which would have been Our Ruin ; that 
We. might not always and utterly be undone, a 
Wiſe and Good Providence kindly ; took Care for 
Us, that at that very time, this great Proteſtant 
Prince, Our now glorious Sovereign, ſhould be born 
into the World. 


Many Years he had been in the World, before 
it was generally remember'd or known, that the 
Lluſtrious Houſe were ſo nearly related to the Britiſh 
Throne; and that they were the only Proteſtant 
Branch of the Royal Family, that could give Us 
the Proſpect of a laſting Succeſſion. | 


But after that good King Wir L1aM, of moſt 
-Jlarigus, and immortal Memory, had firſt prevail'd 
to have the legal Succeſſion fixed in this Family 
(which Legacy of his, by ſome, will never be for- 
given:) And after it had receiv'd yet further Force 
from ſome other 4s, paſs'd in the earlier Years of 
the Queen; and the whole Nation had been 
obliged to ſuear to the Succeſſion ; and it was, by 
Law made Treaſon to oppoſe it: Who ever would 
have thought a Time would {till come, wherein 
both this Perſen and Family would be treated with 
Contempt! and their Title call d in Queltion by 
every ſorry Scribbler ! and this not only generally 
with Inpunity; but ſometimes plainly with a Re- 
ward. Witneſs, among a Multitude of others, 
that vile Paper, which every Week, was ſtuft'd 
| with 
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with the moſt flagrant Treaſon againſt the Succef- 
ſion, under the Title of The Examiner. 


Nor was it only the Prefs, but Pulpits alſo were 
employ'd to ſpread the DoAtines of Nor- Refiſtance 
and Paſſiue- Obedience, how ridiculous ſoever in 
themſelves, yet artfully enough calculated to op- 
poſe the Succefſion ; and ſinee at that time they 
were a very rude and unmannerly Reflection upon 
the Queen herſelf; it cannot be ſuppos'd, that thoſe 
who were then in Power ever would have ſuffet'd, 
much leſs encourag'd them, had it not been that 
theſe Doctrines (ſhould they once prevail) would 
tor ever Se * e of a ee mov AER 
ceſſton. 5 2 

The- Steps Sh were Ae taken for that Pur- 
poſe, by thoſe that were in the Miniſtry, in the laſt 
tears of the Queen, were very large and open 
ones. The diſmal Scene begun in laying aſide the 

wiſeſt and moſt faithful Miniſtry that ever any Engliſh 
Sovereign had been bleſs'd with. No Reaſon ever 
was aſſign'd for it, but what was worſe than none, 
namely, meer Mill and Pleaſure. The Queer may 

change her Servants when ſhe: pleaſerh.”” Tis 
true, a a Sovereign is not obliged always to continue: 
any Perſon in his Service, only becauſe He once 
happen'd to be taken in: He certainly has a Right, 
which the Head of every private Family enjoys, to 
change his Sexvants. But then there is this -remark-- 
able Difference, that what is done in a private Fa- 


, is the Concern of that Family only; and the 
D 2 Changes 
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Changes that are made in it, whether they be wiſe 
or fooliſh, themſelves only are affected by them; 
and ſuppoſe the worſt, whatever Damage may 
have been done by one Change, when once per- 
ceiv'd, may ſoon and eaſily be ſet to rights by 
another. But the Affairs of Nations are not only 
of vaſtly greater Importance, but much more exten- 
five, and more intricate-and involv'd ; if theſe are 
once out of courſe, they are not eaſily to be re- 
triev'dz great · and innumerable Miſchiefs follow, 
if here there be a raſh and unadviſed Change; ſuch 
as affect very many, and ate likely to continue 
very long ; A wiſe Sovereign therefore, when he 
changes Hands, will not do it in Jeſt, but with 
due Deliberation, and upon very weighty Reaſons. 
But here a Change was made; if there was any 
Reaſon for it, it muſt be what would not bear the 
hearing, ſince to this Day it never was aſſign'd: 
Yet they muſt ſurely, in ſo great an Affair, act 
with ſome Deſign in view; or elſe they did they 
knew not What. Now after ſo many Years, which 
they have had for Recollection, let them, or any 
Friends of theirs (if they are able) ſay, what was, 
or poſſibly could be the Deſign of thoſe Changes; 


unleſs it was to ſerve the Pretender, and overturn 
the rafft on eſtabliſh. a by 1 0 


pen this Change of che Miniſtry m the 
Diſgrace and Removal of the Greateſt and moſt Suc- 
ceſstul GENERAL, not of that only, but perhaps 


ol 110 0 A g who had — the 
| een 
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Eſteem and Hearts of the whole Army: A General, 
who ſo well concerted. all his Schemes, that in the 
Courſe of near a Ten Tear's War, none of em ever 
did miſcarry ; He never fought any One Batile, but 
He gain'd the Victory; nor eyer once laid Siege to 
any (the ſtrongeſt and moſt important) Fortreſs. of 
the Enemy, which He did not enter and take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of. The true Reaſon why He was remov'd, 
may be plainly ſeen, in the Choice they made of 
One who was to ſucceed Him in that critical 
Juncture. One, who enter'd with all the Advan- 
tages that could be wiſh'd for, to give the finiſhing 
Stroke to that Great Work, which was almoſt 
done to His Hand ; who had the Opportunity, in 
One Day, to put an happy End to the War which 
had laſted ſo many Tears; but this was none of His 
Buſineſs ; inſtead of this, He, at that very Time, 
baſely deſerts Our good Allies, and gives up 
40,000 of their brave Troops to be perfectly 
murder d by the Enemy. One, who, inſtead of 
joining His Arms and Counſels with Our Friends, 
did traiterouſly corteſpond with, and take his 
| Meaſures from thoſe with Whom We were at 
Open War. The Conſequence of which was, not 
only the Loſs of more Towns that Tear,” than had by 
fair (tho' ſucceſsful) fighting been gain'd in tz or 
three Years before : But a moſt ſcandalins Peace, 
which gave up almoſt all the Advantages of a Ten 
Years ſucceſsful War at once; and ſold all the 
Blood and Treaſure, that had been the Purchaſe of 
thoſe Succeſſes, for what was next to Nothing. 
Yer ſuch n monſtrous ; as they ſeem, were 
olitict 
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Politick enough; upon Suppoſal, that the Deſign 6f 
thoſe who then were in the Miniſtry, was not to 
reduce the then exorbitant Power of France; but 
effectually to en the Succeſſion of the Houſe of 


| Hanover. 


And that this was the Defign then in Hand, was 
bur too plain from every thing that now-paſs'd at 
Court There, none were now well look'd upon, but 
thoſe who either were openly Enemies to the Pro- 
reſtant-Succeſſion ; or, at leaſt, very cool and indif- 
ferent in their Friendſhip for it. Will it ever be 
forgotten, how diſhonourably thoſe Great Men ſ the 
Baron Bothmar, and Baron Schutz} were forbid the 
Court; only for bravely executing their Truſt, as 
Envoys from the 7uftrious Houſe ? when, about the 
- ſame Time, Sir Patrick Lauleſe, (an 1rifh Papiſt, an 
Exile, and a declar'd Traytor) was'cloſeted with 
the Queen for Hours together: None can tell why, 
unleſs it was, that He came from a Perſon better 
lov'd and more reſpected; in plain Words, I mean, 
unleſs He was the Pretender's Envoy. Nay, We 
have ſome Reaſon to believe, that the Pretender him- 
ſelf in Perſon was careſs'd and complimented at 


nn if not at St, ee too. 


And when, at vaſt Expence, they had pain 0 a 
Majority in the Houſe of Commons to their Mind; 
by what they did, it was not hard to find out 
what was intended to be done. The Friends of 
the Succeſſion, who were in the E/tabl;h'd Church, 
were not ſo immediately within their Reach: * 
the 
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the poor Diſſenters were therefore the more barba⸗ | 
rouſly to be us'd. Freſh Brands of Infamy and 
Reproach are now fix d upon them; as if they were 
not fit for any Truſts. Upon this, they are firſt ſtripp d 
of their Property, and Places which many of em had, 
purchas d with all they had in the World; and which 
was All they had wherewith to ſubſiſt themſelyes 
and Families: This was done by the Occaſional 
Bil. And ſome time after, they. ventur'd yet a 
great Way. farther; now by the Sim Bill, they 
violently wreſt their Children out. of the Parents 
Hands; and will appoint and dire& by Whom, 
and in what Way they ſhall be educated and 
form'd. And had not God moſt ſeaſonably inter- 
pos'd, the next Thing to be done, was what 
would forever have fix d upon them what was al- 
ready done; One Bill more (which they had rea- 
dy) to take away the Diſſenter's Right of wing in 
all Elections. | oy 
And now, why all this very hard Uſage, al- 
moſt without a Precedent! why ſhould a large, a 
numerous Body of Innocent, Induſtrious, Uſeful 
Men, be thus treated and dealt with! Men, whom 
they could not charge with any fault! and who did, 
diſtinguiſhingly deſerve the Character of thoſe that 
were quiet in the Land, Plal. 35. 20. Their only. 
Crime, for which they ſuffer' d all this was, that 
(to a Man) they were zealouſly in the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion : as they were none of em 
brib'd into it, ſo neither were they to be brib d 


nor 
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hot frighted from it; for both Methods had been 
tried with em: It therefore was feſolv d, that they 
ſhould ſeverely ſmart, for this their ſteady ('twas 
then call'd aug) Adherence to the Houſe of Har- 
Wer. 


Tbere is one Thing more by nd means to be 
overlook'd, and that was, that the Succeſſion itſelf 
had by Parliament been left precarious, if not then 
chang'd; only it was prevented by the ſurprizing 
(bur for Us Happy) Majority of one fingle Vote. 


This was the State of Things among Us, for 
more than four of the laſt Years of the Queen : all 
that Time, it was but too plain, the Succeſſion was 
the Grievance to thoſe. in Power, and what they 
wanted to get rid of: The Language of all they 
ſaid and did, to every careful Obſerver, plainly 
was, © We will not have this Man [this Houſe] to 
© reign over Us.” And when We look back; and ſee 
—"_ very near they were to the Point they were 

to gain; and how narrowly We have eſcap'd the 
Danger which then threatned every Thing that 
was, or could be dear to Us as Men, as Britons , 
or as Proteſtants; to this very Day the Remem- 
brance of it almoſt overſets Us: and the Pain We 
feel upon every freſh. Thought of that Gloomy Day 
does and will mingle ſtill with the Foy and Tran- 
{ports which We have by Reaſon of our ſurpri- 
zing and moſt pleaſing Deliverauce, - Pfal. 124, 
| throughour, and Pſal. 126. £45 2h 3 


And 
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And as he Sehe on in Our Ti ime ran 2 ans 
Hazards with that of David : So David, after his 
| Acceſſion, did not meet with more Sons of Belial 
than Our preſent Sovereign (the beſt of Kings) has 
done. Was it ever known that odious and vile Re- 
fections, (too vile to be repeated) ſhould, without 
any Foundation in the World, be rais'd, and im- 
pudently and induſtriouſſy ſpread throughout the 
Land, to rob a Prince and his whole Family of all 
their Honour ; and this when He was actually up- 
on the Throne, and poſſeſs d of Regal Power as well 
as Dignity ? Was it ever known before, that ſuch 
Numbers ſhould ſolemnly Swear to a Sovereign; 
only with Deſign by this Means to have it in 
their Power to diſtreſs and give Him trouble ? 
But what exceeds all the reſt is, that there ſhould 
be Clergy Men (great Numbers of em) who by 
their own Example encourag'd the vile Practice; 
beſides that many of em other Ways publiekly 
taught their Friends, not only that they might 
break an Unlawful Oath ; but (O horrid, and be- 
fore unheard of Villany !) © that they might lau- 
* fully take the Oath to the Government which at 
© that very Time they defign'd to break - that the 
« Pious End, meaning the overtutning the Goveru- 

ment, would ſanctify the Att even of the moſt 
P direct Perjury.” 


And while the Preſs 1 Pulpirs have thus poi- 
ſon'd the People ; and Commiſſions of the Peace, 
with other Offices; 108 by this Means been fill'd 
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with the King's Enemies: Is it at all to be wonder'd 
at, that We have almoſt every Year openly a'New 
Rebellion? or is it not rather ſtrange, that They 
have not prevaild; ſince ſo many of thoſe who 
have been poſſeſs'd of the King's Authority, have 
turn d it altogether againſt Himſelf ? 


But 1 ſhall no lohger dwell upon the Dark and 
Melancholy Part of the Subject. Tho' never was 
there a Prince in any Age, that had a better Title 
to a Crown, or was every way ſo fitted for it, and fo 
well-deſerving of it, as He who now wears the Britiß 


Crown ; yet never was there any Prince .whoſe 
Cale was more exactly ſuited to the Text: This 


Prince (if ever any other) is indeed the Stone which 
the Builders refus'd. But Thanks be to God, We 
have it now. to add, He is become the Head-ſtone of 
the Corner. This indecd was the Lord Doing, and 


* to be mar velbus in our Eyes, Ge c. 


What remains will be a ſaitable Impovement of 
the whole Subject. And, 


I. We may here learn, what is the Place and i 


of a good Prince; and how great the Eſteem 'and 
Honour is that We owe to ſuch a One. This 1s 


what We have learnt Ourſelves, and what We are 
always ready to teach Our Friends; to Honour 
earthly Sovereigns, according to the Place in which 
they ſtand; Good Princes are, all Sovereign Princes 
(by their Inſtitution) were deſign d to be [in a Na- 


tion) that which a Corner-ſtone is in a Building]; 
Nays 
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nay, as the Head-ſow of the Corner; that is, they 
give both a Beauty and a Firmneſs to the whole 
Community. Therefore they are alſo call'd the 
Shields of the Earth, Pſ. 4. 9. The Duty of their 
Office is, to judge the People with Righteouſneſs, and 


the Poor with Judgment, to judge the Poor of the 


People, to ſave the Children of the Needy, and to break 
in Pieces the Oppreſſor, Pf. 72. 2, 4. As Fathers of 
their People, oY are to feed and to take care of 
em, Pf. 78. 72. Not as Thrants, to devour and 
make a Prey 1 em, Inſtead of laying farther and 
harder Bonds upon their People; they are to break 
in Pieces every unrighteous and unreaſonable Toke, 
which the Iniquity of former Times had laid upon 
'em: They are to looſe the Bands of Wi ckedneſs, 10 
undo the heavy Burdens, to let the oppreſs'd go fre: 
For they only can do it, and this is what God will 
have to be done, / 58. 6. Now when Princes do 
faithfully herein diſcharge the Truſt committed to 
them, they are the greateſt Bleſſings in the World; 
and it may then be truly ſaid of them, becauſe the 
Lon loved ſuch a Nation, therefore made He ſuch 
an One 10 be King over them, 1 Ring 10. 9. 2 Chron. 


9. 8. 


II. We may alſo learn, Zhen à good Prince is rai- 
fed to the Throne: the greater the Difficulties were that 
lay in his Way to it, the more particularly is the 
Hand of God to be owned and adored in it. Thi is 
the Loxp*s Doing; and This is the Day which the 
Lok, bath made. In the Caſe which We this Day 
commemorate, We ſurely need not be told, here. 
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(and Stats only) Our Help lay : 6 was a Caſe gone 
altogether out of the Reach of Our own, and of all 
other Humane Relief. We felt it, we readily own'd 
it then, We pleaded it (in fervent Prayer) as an Ar- 
gument to engage the Divine Help, Pf. 79- 4 9. Q 
It Us not forget! it now. 1 Eb 


III. While We obſerve His Hand i in this pieſſed 
Revolution, it ſhould give Us a ſuitable Sari faction 
and Pleaſure, that the Great God does ſtill inter paſe in 
what relates 20 Us and to Our Nation. What a pleaſant 
T hought ſhould it be to Us, that God has not 
yet caſt off Our Land! Earthly . Builders had al- 
moſt undone Us, not only for our own Time, 
but for all After-times too; but a Good God 
juſt ſept in before it was too late; and let bis 
ſce, and all the World about Us ſee, that tho 
they had begun to build without Him, and had 
carried it on ſo far and ſo long alone; yet they 
ſhould never fob what they had in Hand: Here 
He would /tay the Building, at the yery laſt, Thus 
did He ſeaſonably ſhew both His watchful Pro- 
vidence, and His mighty Power - Thus did He 
ſay to thoſe proud Doers, as to the proud Waves, 
* Hitherto ſhall ye go, gue uo further : and here ſhall ye 
ce ze ftay'd, Job 38.11.” And it is fit that all theſe 


Under-Builders, that manage the Affairs of States 
and Kingdoms, ſhould begin to know that there 
is One above them ; One that fitteth in the Heavens, 
and laughs at them, while they are laughing at all 
the World about them; One that doth whatever 
phaſeth Hi m, anpng the Inhabitants of the Earth, as 
well 


3 


well as in os Armies of Heaven, How well js t thi 
Us, and How ſafe are we, becauſe The E 


| reigneth 3 4 


IV. Upon this it follows, this the Spirit kd | 
Temper of ſuch Builders is altogether unaccountable. 
Why ſhould they be uneaſy or angry, at what G 0D 
has done! And why do they ſtill reſolutely oppoſe 
this happy Prince and Settlement! To remove the 
Head-Stone of the Corner, if they could accompliſh: 
ir, would be dangerous in the laſt Degree, it muſt 
terribly ſhake and ſhatter the whole Building; if not 
bury it, at laſt, in its own Ruines. How deſpernte 
is the Attempt, while herein they directly fight 
againſt Gop himſeff ! And how certain is it, that 
in the Iſſue, it will {till prove a fruitleſs One! Who 
ever did, Who -ever ſhall, harden Himſelf againſt 
Gop, and proſper ? Job 9. 4. God will always 
cloth ſuch Men, and their Deſigns with Shame, 
Pal. 132. 18. No Weapon form d againft him ſhall 
proſper, If. 54. T7. And it is , that giveth Sabua- 
tion unto Kings, who delivereth David, his Servant, 
from the hurtful Sword, Pſal, 144. 10. 


. 


V. What remains then, but that We own this 
God, who has thus remarkably appeared for Us : 
let us build tod in Our more prjvate Way; let Us 
ſet up Our Eben-ezer ; A Stone which we ought to 
lay as a thankful Memorial; and ſay, Hitherto bath 
the LoRD ets 1 Sam. 7. 12. 


Let Vs R 10. ICE, and bt thankful for it: is 


Us rejoice in Him that made Us, let Us be Joyful in Qur 
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King, Pſal. 149. 2. let Us ſing upon this Occaſion, - 


O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for his 
Mercy endureth for ever, Pſal. 136. 1. He remembred 
Us in Our low Eſtate ; and hath redeemed Us from Our 
Enemies : for his Mercy endureth for ever, v. 23, 24. 


Let Us Tust this God in all future Straits; 
Truſt Je in the Lo R D for ever, jor in the Lord Jehovah 
is everlaſting Strength, Iſ. 26. 4. And to add no 
more, . | 


Let Us ſtill by earneſt fervent Prayer EN ACG 
this God to be ſtill with Us. If ever he ſhould 
leave Us, Our Strength and Our Glory then de- 
part from Us, whatever We have {till left among 
Us: Except the Lo RD build the Houſe, they labour in 
vain that build it. Pſal. 127. 1. But while Go p is 
with Us, while He is for Us, We need not fear, 
Whoever or Whatever is againſt Us : for in that 
Caſe, Greater is He that is with Us (that is in LU, 
than all that is in the World, 1 Jo. 4. 4. 


P 


